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Hi, my name is BJ Kivell and I am the new Director of Client 

Care at Refuge! I have been actively involved with RTLK and 

Refuge for the last 4+ years by serving as a board member and 

an active volunteer. I am married to my best friend, Brian and we 

have 6 children, Erica, Gracie, Sasha, Katie, Ezra and Sawyer. 

My husband and I were missionaries in Ukraine for the first 3 

years of our marriage. It was there that we adopted our oldest 

daughter.   Having my babies has been one of the most beautiful 

parts of my life. I am passionate about the gift of motherhood 

and helping others find the joy that comes with that role. I abso-

lutely loved experiencing the miracle of pregnancy and birth my-

self and because of that I became a certified birth doula 9 years 

ago. It has been a joy to watch other families welcome new life. I 

started offering bi-weekly classes and workshops here at Refuge 

about 4 years ago. I was able to get to know the clients and build 

relationships, all while giving them tools to help them become 

the mother’s they hoped to be. I was honoured to support some 

of them through their birth and early hours as a new mom. It was 

these intimate experiences and stories that uncovered the need 

for comprehensive support and what brought me to co-create the 

“Walk with Me” program in October 2016. I am looking forward 

to all that God will do in our city and for our com-

munity as we continue to support women and value 

life!     BJ 

Single-$15.00 
Family-$25.00 
Senior-$10.00 

Thank You! 
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 “Walk with Me” Program Update:  
 
We introduced a new comprehensive pregnancy, birth and postpartum support program 
called “Walk with Me” back in October 2016. This program matches a client in need of ex-
tra support, with a birth doula who will work with her throughout her pregnancy and the 
first year of life with a baby. For most of our clients finding out that they are pregnant is 
scary and overwhelming.  A doula can play a huge role in helping these young women 
have a positive birth experience and to build a strong foundation to become a capable, 
nurturing mother. Refuge has partnered with the Doula Collective of Chatham Kent to of-
fer this valuable program to young women who find themselves in unexpected pregnan-
cies. Since launching the program in October, 2016, we have enrolled 4 women. 3 of 
those women have given birth to healthy babies and are beginning a new journey as par-
ents.  

Meet a few of our “Walk with Me” clients: 
 
 Stephanie came into care during pregnancy.  Through our workshops and 
guidance she was able to overcome a few struggles, and has created a stable,  
loving environment  for her new baby and happy toddler, Hunter. Stephanie 
and her partner Matt are currently waiting for housing assistance to officially 
blend their families. Stephanie was well supported by her partner and mother 
during labour. Stephanie’s family was extremely helpful during the postpartum 
period. Refuge was able to assist her with pre/postnatal support along with sup-
plies during her hospital stay and a special gift for baby. 

Tabitha came into the “Walk with Me” program when she was 24 weeks pregnant. She 
took part in our classes and workshops to prepare her for labour and parenting.  We were 
able to help her formulate a birth plan and provide her with some baby supplies. Tabitha 
gave birth to her son, Kayson on February 8th, 2017.  He weighed in at 9lbs 7oz and 23 
inches long! BJ was able to support her during labour and help her to initiate breastfeed-
ing. Mom and baby are doing great!  

We look forward to watching this little ones grow over the next year!       

                                                        BJ & Katrina 
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March For Life Agenda 
11:00– Meet up at Ebenezer Canadian Reformed parking lot 
11:30– Leave for Ottawa 
7:00 a.m.– Arrive in Ottawa 
Individual time until noon– meet up at Parliament Hill 
Speakers, members of Parliament, etc. 
1:00 p.m.– Line up for March 
4:00 p.m.– Meet back at buses for trip home 
 Midnight to 1 p.m.– Home 
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2017 March for Life THEME 

Welcome Canada’s newest citizen, to the True North, strong, and free. 

Like our country, she too is a natural wonder, glorious, and free. 

From her tiniest beginnings, she has felt a sense of hope, of promise and equality. 

But her future is under threat, by those who think that her life is less valuable than 
others. 

We stand on guard for her, we stand on guard for him. 

For the lives of our country’s most vulnerable, for all human beings. 

Our very first Prime Minister defended the unborn 150 years ago, and still today, 
we continue to proclaim: 

Life — we stand on guard for thee. 

 
This year marks the 20th National March For Life in Ottawa and the 150th 
anniversary of Canada’s confederation. Pro-lifers will gather on Parlia-
ment Hill to demand that our laws once again uphold the right to life which 
is inherent to every human being, as they once did, even 150 years ago. The 
March for Life is the largest annual demonstration on Parliament Hill, and 
a sign that ending abortion is the civil rights movement of our day. 

#takeastand 
Due to circumstances be-
yond our control, we had 
to switch bus companies 

and are using Great Cana-
dian Coaches this year for 
the trip to Ottawa March 
for Life. Seat prices are 

$85.00 per person, no stu-
dent rate as real cost of 
seat would be $100.00.  

Please call Brandy @ 519-
809-4280 to reserve your 
seat. Payment must be re-

ceived by May 1st. 
If you wish to sponsor a 
seat please make cheque 
out to Right to Life Kent 

Inc. and you will receive a 
charitable receipt for the 

amount donated. 

Hello! 
I’m Cynthia and I’m ex-
cited to join the won-
derful staff and volun-
teers at Right to Life 
Kent as the Life in Mo-
tion Director. 
I am eager to learn, 
grow, and share God’s 
love with all of our 
community from my 
home town of Dresden 
and 
through-
out Chat-
ham-Kent. 

Mark your calendars ! 
The second Tuesday in 
June is our AGM. All 
paid up members are 
invited to attend; 
June 13th , 7pm at 
Refuge Pregnancy 
Centre, 39 Grand Ave. 
W. Chatham. Hope to 
see you there! 



Handy Brothers Climate Care 

519-676-5825 

MacDonald Insurance Services 

1-877-695-5595 (toll free) 

Mayes Law Firm 

519-436-1040 

McCarron Plumbing & Heating 

519-627-4151 

Multi Construction Inc. 

519-354-8928 

Ridgetown Feed & Supply 

519-674-0737 

Thames Valley Engineering Inc. 

519-354-2193 

 

Affordable Elegance Custom Drapery 

519-351-9609 

Brandy Robertson , Broker of Record 
O’Brien Robertson Realty  

519-809-4280  

Bru Ben Development Co. Ltd. 

519-352-8585 

Chatham Fuel Injection Service Inc. 

519-351-1033 

Crossroads Printing 519-436-0251 

Feddes Construction 519-677-5378 

Figueiredo Flooring 519-809-2554 

Finley Transport Ltd. 

519-683-2687  

Gospel Text Bookstore 

519-352-5190 

WE APPRECIATE OUR SPONSORS! 

 

Special thanks to Phil Szucs at  
Zoomin  

Technology 
@ 519-350-8115 

 
VanKesteren Auto Sales & Service 
519-351-8353 
 
Windmill Cabinet Shop Ltd. 
519-354-4649 
 
Wright’s Electric (Kent) Ltd. 
519-352-8795 

Right to  

Life Kent’s 
Annual Banquet 2017 

Portuguese Canadian Social Club 
346 Grand Ave. E. Chatham 

$35.00 PER $35.00 PER 
PERSONPERSON  
$25.00 PER $25.00 PER 
STUDENT STUDENT 
UNDER 18 UNDER 18 
YRS.YRS.  

The banquet will be held on Tuesday April 11th 
doors will open at 5:30, evening program starts at 
6:00 pm and dinner will be served at 6:30pm. 

Guest Speaker Dr. Neil Cudney, Christian Horizons 

I will be talking about the challenge to personhood.   
There is a current debate that has been gaining traction  
on the difference between what it means to be human and person.   
This is built on the belief that just being human doesn't grant  
you personhood status which is afford particular rights, as the right to life.   
I will explore this conversation from both a current philosophical and  
theological perspective and why we as Christians need to be aware,  
informed and involved in the conversation as it affects all persons, 
regardless of ability or disability.  




